Kana and Chinese character could be input natively to a computer. Until that time, Japanese researchers in NLP struggled first with the input and output of Japanese sentences. Japanese sentences are written without segmentation into words; thus, many studies had to be conducted in segmentation, morphological analysis and dictionary construction before entering into syntactic analysis, which was first attempted seriously in the 70's.
and German, by constructing a special computer for MT.
In the 70's, several Japanese universities and companies started research in NLP. In 1978 Toshiba developed the first Japanese word processor by the principle of Kana-Chinese character conversion, which became the standard input method for Japanese sentences. Based on these NLP activities, the 8th International Conference on Computational Linguistics (COLING) was held in Tokyo in 1980, which resulted in the worldwide recognition of Japanese NLP activities.
This event had the effect of increasing the number of Japanese researchers conducting NLP studies.
Much advancement of NLP in Japan was brought about by a national project of MT between Japanese and English started in 1982 to translate the abstracts of scientific papers. This was conducted by a group composed of Kyoto University, Electro-technical Laboratory and several major electronic companies. The project was successfully completed in 1986, and the revised version was widely sold in Japan. Through this development technology transfer was made to Japanese companies for their commercial MT systems. In this way, Japan became one of the most active countries in the field of MT and NLP in the world. Thanks to the initiatives of the research group from the national project, the first Machine Translation Summit conference was held in Japan in 1987. Many commercial MT systems in the world were demonstrated and pointed toward improved future systems. MT Summit has now become the biggest international conference for MT and related technologies.
As Japanese research activities in NLP increased, demands for a proper place to present and publish the results became very strong, and the Association for Natural Language Processing was established in 1994 with about 700 members. The policies declared at the start for the activities of the Association were as follows.
(1) Membership will be composed of researchers in computer science, linguistics, cognitive science and other research areas, who have interests in NLP.
(2) An annual conference will be held for the presentation and discussion of research results not only by the members but also by non-members.
(3) Quarterly journals will be published where Japanese and English are accepted, and where research results as well as language data and softwares etc. can be submitted and independently refereed in research and technical material sections. The length of a paper is not restricted to meet the purpose of clear and concrete understanding of language phenomena treated in a paper. Papers from non-members are accepted so that anyone can contribute to the advancement of NLP.
The journal policies may differ from other academic journals, with purpose. We believe these submission policies provide immense help for the next step of NLP research.
The Journal of Natural Language Processing started selecting the best annual papers in 2001 and giving them awards. This special issue presents in English these best annual papers (translated, if necessary) in these past 12 years. This special issue therefore shows the world the major achievements in NLP studies in Japan in these years.
In the globalized world of the 21st century, information must be circulated around the world through MT, and mutual understanding must be achieved globally. Information retrieval and analysis of big data in different languages will become more and more important. Therefore, studies in NLP will become even more essential. Our association wants to advance NLP studies further more in the future with contributions not only by our members but also by like-minded researchers throughout the world. Please join us.
Sincerely,
Makoto Nagao
Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University
The Founding President of the Association for NLP
